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Abstract

Mr. Jin Yuelin gave an original solution of the famous Hume’s problem, i.e., the
problem of rationality of induction. The core of his solution is to argue that the
principle of induction is always true. Jin Yuelin held actually two different
understanding about the permanent truth of induction. One is to stress the probability
of inductive conclusion, which have the conclusion is free of the falsification of
experience. The ‘permanent truth’ is close to Russell’s ‘apriority’ of induction.
However, in my opinion, this kind of permanent truth or apriority doesn’t have any

important sense since the principle of anti-induction, i.e., ‘if a,—by, *=***- , ay— b,
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then probably A[ |B’ , has the same property.

The other understanding is to stress the asymptoticity of the principle of
induction, i.e., the inductive process is the best method for us to approach the truth
though it doesn’t guarantee us to reach the truth. In this meaning, the permanent truth
of induction is actually the optimum as the instrument to approach the truth, more
exactly, the principle of induction only has practical rationality but not the permanent
truth. On this kind of rationality of induction, Jin Yuelin happen to hold the same view
with Reichenbach who proposed the method of asymptotic posit. Comparatively
speaking, Reichenbach’s theory of induction is more precise and systematic.

In view of his whole theory of induction, Jin Yuelin payed more attention to the

second ‘permanent truth’.
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