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The Explanatory Gap Argument in the Philosophy of Mind
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Abstract: The explanatory gap argument is one of the most influential objections to
physicalism in the current philosophy of mind. This paper introduces the historical
background of this argument and the essence and characteristics of its criticism of
physicalism. Through the discussion and analysis of several major objections to this
argument and its own major premises, we can see the rich philosophical implications in
its challenge to physicalism, especially the hard philosophical problems in metaphysics

and the philosophy of language highlighted by this debate in the philosophy of mind.
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